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Izhak Hasson, “Muslim View of Jerusalem :19N0D1 DY Y2081 NDWN INWN .313-283 (v 0w »a8-)a

- The Qur’an and the Hadith®, The History of Jerusalem: The Early Muslim Period 638-1099, eds. Joshua
Prawer and Haggai Ben-Shammai (Jerusalem: Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi, 1996), 349-385.
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Amikam Elad, Medieval Jerusalem and Islamic Worship (Leiden: Brill, 1995).  ©
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Fada’il bayt al-maqdis (The Praises of Jerusalem) in Muslim Literature

The development of the idea of the sanctity of Jerusalem in Islam is mainly reflected in
Muslim traditions belonging to the literary genre of fada’il bayt al-maqdis (The Praises of
Jerusalem)”, which is a branch of the hadith (the Muslim Tradition) literature®. Most of these

@ They are collected in specific books from the eleventh century on®,

traditions are very old
but also scattered throughout the different genres of Arabic literature of the Middle Ages
(commentaries to the Koran, different hadith collections, chronicles, geographical sources,
‘the Stories of the Prophets’ [gisas al-anbiyal, etc.). These traditions rely generally on a chain
of transmitters (isnad), and their interpretation is not always easy. The study of the traditions
needs examination of the different tendencies reflected through them, such as the religious,
judicial, political, or social aspects, as well as the examination of legendary elements, tendentious
changes in the different versions of a tradition, and the nature of the Jewish and Christian
material reflected in them®. The traditions tell of biblical and Koranic figures connected with

Jerusalem: Jacob’s dream, David, Solomon; the erection of the Temple and its destruction;

Jesus, Mary, and Zacharias; traditions relating to the Muslim conquest of the city and the

@ See e.g., Izhak Hasson, “Muslim View of Jerusalem - The Qur’an and the Hadith’, The History of

Jerusalem: The Early Muslim Period 638-1099, eds. Joshua Prawer and Haggai Ben-Shammai (Jerusalem:
Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi, 1996), 365-377.

@ On the genre of hadith in general see J. Robson, ‘hadith’, EI, second edition, III, 23-28.

@ See M.J. Kister, "A Comment on the Antiquity of Traditions Praising Jerusalem", The Jerusalem

Cathedra 1 (1981), 185-186.

® See Hasson, Muslim View of Jerusalem, 365-377; see e.g., Abll al-Ma‘alt al-Musharraf b. al-Murajja b.

Ibrahim al-Maqdisi, Kitab Fada’il Bayt al-Maqdis wa-al-Khalil wa-Fada'’il al-Sham, ed. Ofer Livne-Kafri
(Shfaram: Al-Mashreq, 1995). This is a critical edition of the most important composition belonging to the
literary genre of ‘The Praises of Jerusalem’. It was written in the first half of the eleventh century and it

preserves an enormous amount of earlier materials mainly from the seventh and the eighth centuries.

® " For example, what appears to be in a tradition content based on a Jewish source might have passed

through a Christian one. Cf. Ofer Livne-Kafri, "The Muslim Traditions ‘in Praise of Jerusalem’ (Fada'il
al-Quds): Diversity and Complexity", Annali 58 (1998), 167-168.
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construction of the Dome of the Rock and other holy locations, sometimes against a biblical
background, or based on Koranic quotations; in some of the collections ‘in Praise of Jerusalem’
we find a ‘Guide for Pilgrims’ which includes prayers to be recited at the Muslim holy sites
in Jerusalem. Especially noteworthy are the traditions concerning the diversion of the gibla
(direction of prayer) by Muhammad from Jerusalem to Mecca, and the isra’ and mi raj
(Muhammad’s nocturnal journey from Mecca to Jerusalem and his ascent to heaven);
Jerusalem’s foremost rank in cosmology and eschatology and its status in relation to the other
holy sites of Islam, mainly Mecca and Medina; pilgrimage of Muslim personalites of high
rank, among them caliphs and well known ascetics and scholars, and other issues®. The
connection to traditions ‘in Praise of Syria’ and ‘in Praise of Hebron® is very significant”.
The Jewish heritage is far more emphasized than the Christian.” This is probably due to the
fact that right after the conquest of Jerusalem by the Muslims in 638 the Temple Mount was

chosen as a sacred site identified with the Temple of David and Solomon®

. The erection of
the monumental buildings by the Umayyads, especially the Dome of the Rock and al-Aqgsa
Mosque, made Jerusalem a focus for the absorption and the creation of more traditions

concerning Jerusalem. Although Islamic prestige is derived mainly from al-Aqsa Mosque,

the Rock, identified with the Jewish Temple was the subject of many more traditions.

© For specific sources see below, notes 45-63.

@ Ibn al-Murajja’s book (above note 4), Kitab Fada’il Bayt al-Magqdis wa-al-Khalil wa-Fada'’il al-Sham
(The Praises of Jerusalem, Syria, and Hebron) includes the earliest composition on Hebron we know of

and one of the earliest compositions in Praise of Syria.

® Cf. J.W. Hirschberg, "The Sources of Muslim Traditions Concerning Jerusalem", Rocznik Orientalistycny

17 (1951-1952), 314-350.

@ Following the acceptance of the hadith ‘you shall only set out for three mosques: the Sacred Mosque (in

Mecca), my mosque (in Medina), and al-Aqsa mosque’; see in detail, M.J. Kister, "You Shall Only Set Out
for Three Mosques, A Study of an Early Tradition", Le Muséon 82 (1969), 173-196.
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® See MLI. Kister, "A Comment on the Antiquity of Traditions Praising Jerusalem", The Jerusalem Cathedra 1
(1981), pp. 185-186.
79 2N2) 2 NIYNA ONDOND DY MTNIOPINING DIPHN NN .3
@ On the genre of hadith in general see J. Robson, ‘ Hadith’, EI, second edition, III, 23-28.
ANIDN DROONRN DY D TNVPININGD DY DX 2INID 1)
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@ On the genre of hadith in general see J. Robson, ‘ hadith’, EIZ, 3 (1971), pp. 23-28.
:072AMD YN
J. Robson, ‘hadith’, EF, pp. 23-28.
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